SUPPER  WITH   THE   GODS
" Well, sir, I thought that this College, which has
produced all the Irish patriots with the exception of
one or two, would not find it amiss in me if I interested
myself in modern political thinking."
"Well?"
"The Irish people would advance to------   Well,
they'd be better off if governed by themselves than
n
What are the seven pillars of Sinn Fein ? I couldn't
remember. I was putting up an unconvincing show.
" Get this clearly into your head. There is no
greater freedom on earth than that of Great Britain.
Would you impose that constitution on the Irish
people ? If it is not in them it will not suit them.
And it cannot be superimposed. A constitution is
the self-expression of a people. Surely you would
not impose English freedom on the c oppressed'
Irish ? Any other constitution would be perfectly
worthless without competent public opinion. Where
is it ? Competent public opinion ? Not in pot-
houses or disloyal societies or leagues." I saw Michael
Cusack's obtrusive calves diminishing rapidly before
the inner eye.
It will be some time before I will come to one of
Fafnir's wine parties, after being let in for this, I
resolved. He can drink by himself so far as I am
concerned. The lecture was going on. I was missing
it, thinking of Fafnir.
"Why, only the other day," I heard, "only the
other day, in the backwoods of King's County, in
some outlandish and backward village, a poor woman
was buried alive as a witch. Probably she was doubled
up with rheumatism. But some cows died in the
vicinity and they buried her alive, I forget the name
of the parish. It will come to me in a moment. A
perfectly backward and benighted and ignorant place,
217